Forage-budgeting guidelines by Woods, Robert L. & Redfearn, Daren
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources  •  Oklahoma State University
	 Livestock	 producers	 are	 generally	 well	 aware	 of	 how	
much	money	is	required	to	operate	their	business	from	year	
to	 year.	 The	 cost	 of	 incidentals	 necessary	 for	 running	 the	
operation	have	been	carefully	considered,	and	money	has	
been	allocated	for	each	item.	Typically,	there	may	even	be	








any seasonal deficiency or excess in forage availability.





















of the producer, the harvest efficiency of the livestock, nor the 
differences	in	grazing	preferences	between	livestock	species.	
Your OSU Extension Agriculture Educator and the resource 
people	who	they	rely	on	can	help	you	make	reasonable	site-
specific estimates and provide other assistance as needed.
Table 1. Estimated daily forage dry matter (DM) require-
ment. 




	 	 	 300	lbs	.............................................. 9
	 	 	 400	lbs	............................................ 12
	 	 	 500	lbs	............................................ 15
	 	 	 600	lbs	............................................ 18
	 	 Cows	................................................... 26




 White-tailed deer	..................................... 4
Table 2. Estimated annual forage dry matter production 
(tons/acre).*
																																													Nitrogen	Rate	(lbs.	per	acre)
Forage	Species	 0	 50	 100	 150	 200
Bermudagrass	 1.0	 1.8	 2.8	 3.4	 3.9
Old	World	bluestem	 1.0	 1.9	 2.7	 3.3	 3.7
Sorghum/sudangrass	 1.5	 2.5	 3.5	 4.3	 5.0
Tall	fescue	 0.8	 1.7	 2.4	 3.0	 3.5
Weeping	lovegrass	 1.0	 2.0	 2.9	 3.6	 4.0
Small grains/ryegrass
Clean-tilled	 1.0	 1.5	 2.1	 2.5	 3.0








White (ladino) clover 2–2.5
*Production	may	be	limited	by	lack	of	precipitation.
Robert	L.	Woods
Area Extension Agronomy Specialist
Daren Redfearn
Extension Forage and Pasture Management Specialist
PSS-2584
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7. Clean-Tilled Small Grains













 5. Used to winter cows from hard freeze until March 1.
 6. Adapted to eastern 1/3 of Oklahoma.
 7. Allow 8 to 12 inches of forage to accumulate before grazing.
	 8.	 Not	dependable	for	fall	grazing.
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